
Bainbridge Island School District #303 

Multicultural Advisory Council 

 

MAC Council Minutes 

October 25, 2016   4:30-6:30PM 

Bainbridge High School 

 

The meeting was called to order by Amy Nakata.  Minutes of the September 27, 2016 meeting 

were approved. 

 

Present:  Voting Members   BISD Staff Members 

 

Amy Nakata    Brandi Bispham 

   Eileen Okada    Denise Melton-Todd 

   Katy Curtis    Susan Tolley 

   Karen Vargas    Sarah Frost 

   Jill Mullins-Cannon   Ryenn Deitz 

   Kathryn Keve    Duane Fish 

   Steven Soltar    Maggie HItchcock 

Marsha Cutting   Sheryl Belt 

 

Duane welcomed the group to Bainbridge High School.  He shared work currently being done at 

BHS: the partnership with Bainbridge Youth Services and the Compass Alignment based on the 

work of Marilyn Price Mitchell, and working to build the capacity of students to understand 

themselves and improve skills to understand others.  Developing partnerships with BYS, PTOs, 

Raising Resilience.   

 

October is curiosity month.  November is empathy month.  Departments are sponsoring the 

learning activities each month.  Speaker, Houston Kraft, will be speaking to students on 

November 15.  Shared video.  Raising Resilience is sponsoring Dr. Michele Borba, who will be 

speaking with parents on November 9.  Tickets are on sale now.  Sheryl will forward link.  

Principal Fish shared that he’d taken a group of student leaders to a conference last year where 

Houston spoke and it was highly powerful.  Will have a full school assembly and then do a 

student workshop with the leadership team.  Jill asked him to share more on how this relates to 

multicultural education which led to a lengthy conversation on diverse students and the need for 

those students to be heard.   

 

Training committee didn’t meet yet but is waiting to hear the initial plans of the other groups. 

 

Social Justice - beginning to meet with students and set their direction.  Eileen shared they are 

hoping to set up a meeting with the teacher advisors together to discuss their work. D’Arcy 

Clemens has indicated she’d like to be included as well.  Curriculum committee would like to 

meet with principals and talk with them about their understanding of multicultural education, 

what is happening currently as well as what their vision is for what is needed.  Kathy shared that 



she is hopeful that the history of all the different groups on the island are represented in the 

curriculum.  The event committee shared they’d like to sponsor a multicultural event like a 

festival that might include the arts and contributions from the community and students in 

coordination with one of the art nights perhaps at BPA, the historical museum, the art museum. 

or the  BI Congregational Church or maybe combined with an event that is currently taking place 

on the island.  They’d also like to host a community event like a “salon night” and show a video 

or movie on a topic and discuss.  Maybe at the library.  Karen shared about the EJI, Equal 

Justice Initiative, and maybe taking part in this event.   

 

It was determined to continue to explore the options and develop proposals that would include 

specifics in regard to program, venue, cost.  Discussed the value to possibly partnering with the 

library and/or art museum.  Katie will talk to the representative from the art museum, Eileen will 

discuss the rules around licensing regarding the showing of the movie with the library, Marsha 

will talk to BPA about the showing of student work.   

 

New Business 

 

MAC grant applications will be sent out to staff members and due November 14 to be reviewed 

by the executive council that evening and brought before the full MAC group on November 28 

for decision making. 

 

Members shared upcoming events: 

 

Denise Melton Todd shared the Day of the Dead event at the Bainbridge Art Museum on 

November 5. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30pm. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Sheryl Belt 

Associate Superintendent 

Bainbridge Island School District 

 

 

 


